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County Water & Land Conservation 
Program

• Purpose: to assist county commissioners/councils, and planning 

commissions with technical support in:

• Integrating water into land use planning 

• Protecting open space and agriculture

• Identifying land parcels which qualify for agriculture protection and/or 

conservation easements

• Promoting programs available through UDAF, such as Water Optimization, 

AgVIP, ARDL, and others (https://ag.utah.gov)

• Work with the county, communities, and developers, to protect the integrity 

of irrigation and canal company’s delivery systems



Integrating Water into Land Use 
Planning 

• HB 41 (2020) State Water Policy Amendments: 

• SB 110 (2022) Water as Part of General Plan: all counties are 
required to include a water use and preservation element in 
their general plan by the end of 2025

• SB 76 (2023) Water Amendments: consult with the Division of 
Drinking Water, Division of Water Resources, and Department 
of Agriculture and Food on water supply planning, and 
regional water conservation goals



Protecting Open Space and 
Agriculture

• HB 305 (2022) Natural Resource Revisions: repealed the Quality 
Growth Commission and replaced it with the Land Conservation Board 
and moved the LeRay McAllister Critical Land Conservation Program to 
UDAF

• HB 371 (2023) Working Farm and Ranch Protection Fund: renamed 
the LeRay McAllister Critical Land Conservation Program, to the LeRay 
McAllister Working Farm and Ranch Fund. 

• The county treasurer shall, deposit 20% of the rollback tax funds into an 
account or fund of the county set aside for preserving or restoring open land 
and agricultural land. 



Promoting UDAF Programs:

• Agriculture Water Optimization 
Program

• AgVIP Program

• ARDL

• Grazing Improvement Program

• Invasive Species Mitigation Grant

• LeRay McAllister Working Farm and 
Ranch Funds

• Pollinator Program

• Soil Health

• Specialty Crop Block Grants

• Utah Food Security Processing 
Grant

• Utah Own Brand Development 
Grant

https://ag.utah.gov



Notification of Irrigation or Canal 
Companies

• SB 76 “counties shall notify an irrigation or canal company 
located in the county so that the irrigation or canal company 
can be involved in the protection and integrity of the irrigation 
or canal company's delivery systems”

•Creating a list of irrigation/canal companies for each county

• Encouraging irrigation/canal companies to a create a master 
plan  identifying infrastructure needs



Questions


